
QUICK TIPS 

(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 
 

This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 

(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 

commonly asked questions specific to this template.  

If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 

template features may not work properly. 

 

Using the template 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 

Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 

preferred magnification. This template is at 100% 

the size of the final poster. All text and graphics will 

be printed at 100% their size. To see what your 

poster will look like when printed, set the zoom to 

100% and evaluate the quality of all your graphics 

before you submit your poster for printing. 

 

Using the placeholders 

To add text to this template click inside a 

placeholder and type in or paste your text. To move 

a placeholder, click on it once (to select it), place 

your cursor on its frame and your cursor will change 

to this symbol:         Then, click once and drag it to 

its new location where you can resize it as needed. 

Additional placeholders can be found on the left 

side of this template. 

 

Modifying the layout 

This template has four 

different column layouts.  

Right-click your mouse 

on the background and  

click on “Layout” to see  

the layout options. 

The columns in the provided layouts are fixed and 

cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 

layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 

 

Importing text and graphics from external sources 

TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 

placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the 

left side of the template. Move it anywhere as 

needed. 

PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 

click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 

TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 

external document onto this poster template. To 

adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a 

table that has been pasted, right-click on the table, 

click FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and 

change the INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 

 

Modifying the color scheme 

To change the color scheme of this template go to 

the “Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can 

choose from the provide color combinations or you 

can create your own. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 

professional  poster. It will save you valuable time 

placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  

 

Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 

PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 

day affordable printing. 

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will 

guide you through the poster design process and 

answer your poster production questions.  

 

View our online tutorials at: 

 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  

(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 

 

For assistance and to order your printed poster call 

PosterPresentations.com at 1.866.649.3004 

 

 

Object Placeholders 

 
Use the placeholders provided below to add new 

elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto 

the poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 

 

Section Header placeholder 

Move this preformatted section header placeholder 

to the poster area to add another section header. 

Use section headers to separate topics or concepts 

within your presentation.  

 

 

 

Text placeholder 

Move this preformatted text placeholder to the 

poster to add a new body of text. 

 

 

 

 

Picture placeholder 

Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size 

it first, and then click it to add a picture to the 

poster. 
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The Georgia Coastal Ecosystem (GCE) is 1 of 
11 Maps and Locals (MALS) LTER sites 
nationwide. MALS research combines 
spatial analysis and social science to study 
socio-ecological change near LTER sites. 
Spatial analysis of McIntosh County was 
completed in 2011. (Runfola and Pontius) 

 

Research Contributions 

Research Questions 

• Compile resident’s descriptions of land 
 use, environmental change, and concerns 
 about McIntosh County (MC) 

• Connect GCE LTER research to local issues 
 of importance 

• Develop framework for collecting and 
 integrating social science into LTER 
 research 
 

• Structured & Semi-Structured Interviews 
with follow up questions from 2011 spatial 
analysis study 

• Residential history and land ownership 
maps  

Methods 

*Plot 1- family 
land, owned, 
forced to leave 
1942 (eminent 
domain) 

* Plot 2- settled 
after leaving  
plot 1, rented 

*Plot 3- current 
residence, rent 
*Important 
places- public 
schools 
 
 
 

• How do long term residents of McIntosh 
County describe land use and 
environmental change over last 50 years? 

•  What concerns do residents have about 
McIntosh County?  

• What environmental concerns do they 
express?  

• What reasons do they give for 
environmental and land use changes they 
identify? 

Participants  

Harris Neck Community Land Trust 
An organization of  African American (Gullah) descendants of 

skilled farmers, fishers, hunters and business owners who have 

lived In McIntosh County since 1865. They aim to “preserve their 

unique culture” and “re-create a community” on land they once 

owned in the present day Harris Neck Wild Life Refuge. Their 

efforts to reclaim this land are controversial within the county, 

conservation circles, and institutions charged with establishing 

and maintaining protected public lands because of concerns 

about wildlife protection, tourism, and tensions over land use. 

Background 

Demographic and Land Use Change Identified 
by Long Term Residents 

• Influx of northerners and part time 
 residents 

• Decline in shrimp and crab industries and 
 conversion or abandonment of canning 
 and processing plants 

• Increase in building regulations along 
 waterfront 

• Inflation of property values  

• Lack of jobs/industry  

• Young people don’t stay  
 

• “Knowledge held by a specific group of 
people about their local ecosystem” 

•  Blend of experiential, practical and 
scientific knowledge  

• Helps recognize and account for links 
between ecological and human social 
systems (Olsson and Folke 2001) 
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Local Ecological Knowledge 
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Listening to & Learning from Local Ecological Knowledge: 
 A Social Science Pilot Study in McIntosh County (MC) Georgia 

University of Georgia: Odum School of Ecology, Department of Marine Sciences 

Scientists Should Study Trawling in the 
Sounds 

Many fishers have not seen evidence that 
occasional trawling causes damage in deep areas 
like Sapelo Sound. Some believe trawling 
“purged” and “flushed out” the sounds and now 
there is an abundance of bottom growth and the 
sounds are no longer “clean”.  They think it is 
possible that without trawling the sounds can “go 
sour” which may contribute to a decline in water 
quality and the health of shellfish and finfish 
populations. 

 

Land ownership and 
location of 
residence is greatly 
influenced by family 
and 
intergenerational 
land transfer 

 

These changes are attributed to timber 
companies, high upstream water use, and 
drought 

Greatest Environmental Changes and 
Concerns 

• Hardhead/Saltwater Catfish have 
 virtually disappeared  

• Sea turtle and shark populations have 
 increased and both are abundant 

• Black gill disease was first noticed 
 about 10 years ago and causes  
 periodic spikes in shrimp mortality 

• Changes in salinity are impacting habitat, 
 distribution, & health of blue crab and 
 other marine organisms & long term 
 monitoring using stationary sample 
 points does not adequately reflect 
 population size and distribution 

• Swamps have been drained and wells, 
 ponds, and freshets are drying up 

• Swamps and live oak trees have been 
 replaced with pine for the timber/pulp 
 industry 

“I don’t want wildlife to take my place” 

Members of the Harris Neck Land Trust say their greatest 
concern is that they regain land taken from them 
through eminent domain in 1942. They feel that wildlife 
is being privileged over their human rights.  

The views presented here are those of the interview 

participants and researcher and do not represent the 

opinions of the University of Georgia or its agents, 

Georgia Sea Grant, North Carolina Sea Grant or the 

Sapelo Island National Estuarine Research Reserve. 

“We used to hunt in swamps to kill deer and hogs. Now 

we hunt pine trees.”  “20 years ago there was nobody 

here. You could have lay out on the highway for an 

hour.” 

Findings 
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6 participants included environmental issues 
when listing their greatest concerns about 
McIntosh County 

Woody Pond. Credit: Bob Churi 
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